
From: Fred Allen
To: Elizabeth Smith (DIG)
Subject: Fwd: Seeking Funding for Covid-19 Work to Change the Social Norm Surrounding Not Wearing Masks and the

Lack of Social Distancing
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 12:01:34 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katherine Donald <kdonald@arfreshair.com>
Date: June 15, 2020 at 9:26:43 AM PDT
To: fredallen99@comcast.net
Subject: Seeking Funding for Covid-19 Work  to Change the Social Norm
Surrounding  Not Wearing Masks and the Lack of Social Distancing


Good Morning Representative Allen,
 
The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Arkansas, a 501 ( C ) 3
organization, is searching for funding to allow it to do some work to
help decrease the spread of Covid-19 in Arkansas, by helping to
increase the awareness surrounding the need to voluntarily wear
masks when out in public, as well as promote the consistent
practice of social distancing. We believe these two primary
elements are things, almost anyone can do, to help fight this
dangerous contagion,  Covid-19. We desire to target communities
of color, primarily, African-Americans that are suffering
disproportionately from the Covid-19 disease and subsequent
deaths.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, African Americans
make up 15.7% of Arkansas’s population, but make up 30 % of the
Covid-19 cases, and about 31% of Covid-19 deaths. 
Comorbidities like hypertension and diabetes, which are
tied to COVID-19 complications, disproportionately affect
the black community. But the alarming rates at which
COVID-19 is killing black Americans extends beyond these
comorbidities and can be attributed to decades of
inequities.

Early on in this virus process in the U.S., many African-
Americans, falsely, believed African-Americans could not
contract the Coronavirus, and some still live with that
attitude today. The faulty information has caused
somewhat of a break down in some African- American
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communities, where the adoption of wearing masks and the
practice of  social distancing is not what it should be.

The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Arkansas is seeking
$50,000 to allow it to carry out efforts to help change this
dynamic through community education, public education
and media campaigns, other virtual presentations and by
supplying face-covering, such as masks to individuals in
need. We believe these interventions will assist in
decreasing the spread of the Covid-19 disease in Arkansas.
Any help you can provide us in identifying possible funding
is appreciate.

My Kindest Regards,

Katherine Donald
Executive Director
Coalition for a Tobacco Free Arkansas
1100 N. University Avenue
Suite 257
Little Rock, Arkansas  72207
(501) 912-4668 (cell)
(501) 414-2576 (office)
(501) 687-0347 (fax)
www.arfreshair.com
 

http://www.arfreshair.com/

